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Considerations for child malocclusion at clinical practice

There are both congenital and posteriori factors for malocclusions; the former are mainly
genetic while the latter include nasopharyngeal diseases, bad habits, etc, which are
preventable. Of posteriori factors, 1. nasal congestion, oral respiration, and low tongue
position 2. thumb-sucking and pacifiers 3. food and chewing habits 4. postures (resting
one's cheeks/chin on his/her hands) and sleeping postures are outlined and discussed.
Also presented are cases where early detections make treatments easier: malocclusions
lead to skeletal abnormality as the patients grow and abnormal eruption, which, if left
untreated, would cause considerable damage on occlusion, periodontia and

temporomandibular joint. J Health Care Dent. 2010; 12: 32-41.
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